
Sea Sunday 

My dear Friends,  

One of the things we as a family have missed especially in the months of lockdown is being 

able to go to the sea. Our two teenage daughters love to go body boarding from March to 

October and they sometimes persuade their parents to join them. Even in the winter we 

enjoy a bracing walk along the shore of our favourite beach with the fresh air and sounds 

and smells of the ocean all around us. 

In the past three months, each week I have had a tantalising glimpse of the water as I have  

travelled from Roath over Grangetown on the link road to Barry as I have driven to the Vale 

of Glamorgan Crematorium as Thornhill was almost overwhelmed with services. In the 

distance on many sunny days I could see the wide expanse of the Bristol Channel stretching 

out to the sea.  

This coming Sunday I always particularly remember the Bristol Channel for it was here in 

1836 that the Reverend John Ashley started some vital pastoral and evangelistic ministry. He 

noticed that even on Sundays the seamen working on the ships had little rest from their 

work, leave alone the opportunity to attend church. They were often unschooled in 

Scripture or any kind of education. They were also regularly far from home or any family 

connections and existed in poor conditions. It was here that the Missions to Seamen began.  

Now we know the charity as the Mission to Seafarers and recall its valuable work that still 

goes on today particularly on this Sea Sunday. I am sure many of you will recall singing with 

gusto 'Eternal Father strong to save' on previous Sea Sundays when we were all able to be 

together worshipping in our churches. We would also have retiring collections to help 

maintain the work of those who minister under the sign of the flying angel.  

The work is different today from John Ashley's time, but goes on throughout the world 

supporting seafarers in need with practical help and spiritual sustenance. Those men and 

women who work upon the seas today have continued their labour for us  during the 

pandemic bringing food and essential supplies to our lands and also taking what we have to 

offer as a trading maritime nation to the world. We can still contribute in prayer and 

generosity to this work even if we remain firmly land locked in our homes.  

Our Lord Jesus in his ministry was close to seafarers, fishermen who toiled to bring food to 

the people. He also performed miracles of stilling the waters and producing a miraculous 

haul of fish. In our Gospel this week, Jesus himself takes to the water. "That same day Jesus 

went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that 

he got into a boat and sat there; and the whole crowd stood on the beach." (Matthew Ch 13, 

v1,2.). On this occasion he told his famous parable of the Sower and how he saw the good 

news of his message growing and flourishing with varying degrees of success in his listeners.  

The Gospel came to us in Wales in early times by Saints who travelled by sea in coracles and 

ships. Through their courage and devotion we have received and been able to share Christ's 

good news of mercy and love and can pass it on today to all who we encounter on land or 

sea.  

Best wishes and prayers  

Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  

Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff. 


